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Telemedicine in routine daily care:  

German-wide use cases 

Telemedicine initiatives, projects and services 

exist in Germany since more than 25 years. Yet 

the debate on if/when/how to use and reimburse 

Telemedicine for routine daily care is ongoing.  

Task identified by the German Government/MoH 

• Fee scales for physicians must be adjusted to include 

telemedicine applications by March 2014 (cf. Social Code 5) 

• Barriers to implementing additional telemedicine applications 

to be removed (eHealth Initiative of the Ministry of Health) 

• Update the basic, post-basic and continuing training of 

medical and paramedical professions – stakeholder coord. 

 Sophisticated “set of criteria” has been released  
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Mapping the 

projects/services

Multiple Iterations 

• eHealth@home map is 

already outdated again. 

• New telemedicine portal 

launched as element of 

the eHealth initiative of  

the German 

Government 

• http://telemedizin.fokus. 

fraunhofer.de 
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Map Example:  

Telemedicine services in Berlin-Brandenburg  
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Map Example:  

Telemedicine services in Saarland Region 
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Tele-services are established through all 

fields of clinical medicine 
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Tele-Radiology Tele-

Cardiology 

Tele-Dermatology 
Tele-

Neurology 
 

Tele-Pneumology 

Tele-Pathology 
Tele-

Emergency-

Medicine Tele-Psychiatry 

… 



Europe-wide use cases in Germany 

Teleradiology [physician to physician]  
>> Legislative update done (Röntgenverordnung)  

>> Larger hospitals offering image assessment for  

      -- smaller hospitals without qualified staff 

      -- small to medium hospitals for out of hour service 

Teleneurology/Telestroke [physician to phys./pat.] 
>> legislative update done (proc. coding for DRGs) 

>> certification (staff / infrastructure) in place 

Telemonitoring for chronic heart failure patients 
>> legislative update done (integrative care models)  

>> Large scale contracts by Statutory Health Insurances 

>> ongoing “evidence” controversy  better targeting   
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